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The call in action

Dear Friends,
Greetings from sunny Scotland! Although we haven’t seen anyone
yet it is good to be back in the UK for our home leave. For those for
whom this is the first of our link letters you have read, Steve is a
consultant general surgeon and Catriona is a consultant anaesthetist,
both from the UK. We now work at Gahini Hospital in Eastern Rwanda
where our mission is to provide a surgical and anaesthetic service,
develop the hospital’s facilities, and train local healthcare staff.
Coronavirus in Rwanda
The first case of coronavirus arrived in Rwanda on 14 March 2020.
By 15 March all schools and churches were closed and large gatherings
were banned. On 20 March Kigali airport closed and on 21 March
in the evening we were given four hours’ notice that the country
was entering lockdown. All public transport ceased. No travel was
permitted outside your district. Borders were closed. No one was
permitted to leave their compound unless seeking food, medicine or
hospital treatment. Hand washing stations were already in place in
many public places and temperatures were being taken on entry to all
hospitals and the airport. Rwanda had a very clear plan to contain the
disease. To date they have had 147 cases, one of whom needed oxygen
therapy. No cases have required ventilation.
Four weeks on, the country remains in lockdown. The police ensure
the rules are adhered to. For the daily wage earners this has meant
complete loss of income. Food distribution programmes through the
village leaders are happening for the poorest but the economic impact,
as in many other countries, is severe. Please pray that the
people of Rwanda may know God’s presence. Please pray for
wisdom for the Rwandan government as they decide when
and how to break the lockdown.
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Gahini Hospital
There haven’t been any coronavirus cases at the hospital
and only one case in the Eastern Province so hospital
life continues fairly normally. The refurbishment of the
orthopaedic ward was completed just before we left and
so we hope that by the time we return it will be in use. New
equipment for the surgical high dependency area had arrived
before we left (thank you to those who prayed) but we will
need to install it when we return. However we were able to
get the new anaesthetic monitor installed in the general
theatre. We have managed 12 months without end tidal
carbon dioxide measurement (a key anaesthetic monitor) in
that theatre and so this is a massive safety improvement.
The availability of medicines has once again become a real
problem. With more surgeons we have given many more anaesthetics
and it has been a real struggle to source the medicines we need in
larger quantities. This has been further hampered by the insurance
companies delaying payments due to the hospital from last year. There
have been many mornings of trying to make plans for anaesthetising
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Orthopaedic ward before refurbishing

the patients of the day with a near empty drug cupboard. With God’s
help we have always managed but we hope and pray that once the
insurance companies pay up the hospital should be able to get a more
reliable supply chain. Please join us in praying for this.
Steve has taught four groups of four intern doctors. When they are
posted to Gahini they are reluctant to come because of the distance
from Kigali. However every group has enjoyed their time, really engaged
with the opportunities and given positive feedback at the end of their
placement. We thank God for this opportunity to teach and train young
doctors.

The English service
Steve continued to lead the English-speaking service at the
cathedral pretty much solo for the two months before schools and
churches were closed. The school was increasingly unreliable in
whether they would allow the pupils to turn up, often cancelling
at short notice. But when Steve did successfully manage to hold
a service he felt a good connection with some of the students
there. It is a real challenge to know how to reach these teenagers
with the gospel. Please continue to pray for wisdom regarding the
continuation and form of this service.
Family life
Coronavirus went from a single case, while we celebrated
Rachel’s first birthday, to causing lockdown in Rwanda within
a week. Steve has blogged about our departure (https://
bennettsinafrica.wordpress.com) but essentially we had 2.5
hours’ notice to pack and leave. Travelling through police
roadblocks and with a ticket only as far as Amsterdam, we were
ever dependent on God and his amazing provision. Twenty-four
hours later we were in Scotland!
We are well and ever grateful for our daily exercise, which was
not permitted in Rwanda. We are taking the opportunity to
enjoy some family time and to get some spiritual refreshment
from the Spring Harvest Home programme and other online
church services. At the moment the Scottish NHS do not need
us. We do want to return to Rwanda to continue our work there
and we are hoping this may be possible in the summer. Please
pray for wisdom about the timing of this return and for the
opportunity to arise in God’s time.
In the meantime we are really sorry that we are unable to
visit many of you as we had hoped. We are trying to make virtual
church visits where possible and look forward to a time when this
can be in person. We thank you for your continued support and
wish you a sense of peace and new blessings in this novel time.
Wishing you every blessing,
Catriona, Stephen, Hannah and Rachel
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