Catriona and Stephen Bennett
Link Letter no. 19 | May 2021
churchmissionsociety.org/bennett

The call in action

Dear Friends,
Greetings from Rwanda! For those for whom this is the first of our
link letters you have read, Steve is a consultant general surgeon
and Catriona is a consultant anaesthetist, both from the UK. We
now work at Gahini Hospital in Eastern Rwanda where our mission
is to provide a surgical and anaesthetic service, develop the
hospital’s facilities, and train local healthcare staff.
Coronavirus in Rwanda
In the middle of March, the coronavirus lockdown was eased
and the country opened up again. There have been a few surges in
cases since, but these have been localised and fortunately not in
the Eastern Province. Rwanda is now vaccinating, in a very efficient
manner, so we are hoping that this will lead to a further decrease in
coronavirus numbers.
Gahini Hospital
The relaxing of restrictions and the number of patients in other
districts who now know about Gahini Hospital has meant that
there was an increase again in patient numbers attending for
surgery in early April. Steve has been working flat out to manage
all the cases and Catriona has been going to work simply to
increase turnaround rather than for the complexity of cases. The
refurbishment of the general theatres is now complete, giving us
a spacious recovery room in the centre of the building with the
computer desk in it. This makes it far safer for patients recovering
from anaesthesia, as staff are able to check on them as they go
about their other duties. A dedicated recovery nurse is still much
needed, but sadly there just isn’t funding. Please pray for better
staffing of the recovery room to become possible.
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Steve is now involved in a project to increase the numbers of
orthopaedic beds as we have exceeded capacity now that we are
the regional referral centre for orthopaedics.
The students
The anaesthesia students completed their placements in
March and the final years went to the university for their exams.
They had a written paper and then practical exams in the
theatres at the teaching hospitals. Catriona was honoured to be
invited to be an external examiner for these examinations. It was
a tough few days but it was lovely to meet dedicated colleagues,
both non-physicians and physicians working in anaesthesia in
other hospitals in Rwanda. Fortunately, all the students passed
their exams. Now they await examinations with the Rwandan
Allied Health Professions Council in May before they will be
given their licence to practice.
The Bennett family
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Among the successful candidates were two of the non-physician anaesthetists from Gahini Hospital,
Claudine and Philomene. They have been practicing anaesthesia for many years but were being sponsored to
extend their qualifications to enable them to take on more complex cases. The interviews for the sponsorship
were facilitated by Catriona in her first year here. So it is delightful that they have now completed their training
and will soon be able to work at this higher level.
Gahini diocese
We were fortunate to be able to meet with Bishop Manasseh a couple of weeks ago. Unfortunately, the
diocese continues to struggle with meeting the changing coronavirus precautions to facilitate opening most
of its churches. However, despite this, the bishop assured us that the clergy are well and managing financially.
Please continue to pray for the diocese and for the opening of churches across Rwanda.
Our plans
Many of you will have heard by now that we were originally planning
to finish our mission placement here in Gahini in May 2021. As you have
read, much of the work we have been involved in is now in the hands of our
Rwandan colleagues. However there is still no Rwandan surgeon at Gahini
so we would appreciate your prayers for this.
Unsurprisingly, coronavirus restrictions are thwarting our plans for return
to the UK. We refuse to hotel quarantine with our lively children and thus
we cannot currently fly directly from Rwanda as it is on the English red list.
Scotland is mandating hotel quarantine for all international travellers this
summer. So we have been waiting on God for
a solution for several months now. We ask for
your prayers to help us find a way through as
we would love for Hannah to start school in
August 2021 in Scotland.
Family news
In the meantime, we continue to make the
most of being here in Rwanda. We finally braved
the six-hour car journey to Lake Kivu where we
spent a short Easter break enjoying the stunning
lake views in glorious sunshine. The girls
particularly enjoyed the hotel swimming pool
and a boat ride on the lake. It is a very beautiful
part of Rwanda and we are delighted we made the effort to visit.
Now that the rains are here in Gahini there are plenty of puddles
to be jumped in! Our playgroup is back on and so both girls cannot
wait for a Thursday afternoon. Rachel is now big enough to join the
older children in their games, which she loves. She also has a rather
unfortunate habit of climbing trees far higher than either of us
would like! Fortunately, Hannah has a bit more sense.
We really have no idea where we shall be when we write our next
newsletter but fortunately we can trust in God to have it in hand.
In the meantime, we wish you every blessing,
Catriona, Stephen, Hannah and Rachel

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY
Pioneer Mission Leadership Training at CMS, designed by pioneers
for pioneers, equips students for transformational mission in a
dynamic and supportive learning community. Find out more at
pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org
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