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The call in action

Dear Friends,
Greetings from the UK. With God’s help, we made it! For those for
whom this is the first of our link letters you have read, sadly, it will
also be the last. For the last four years Steve, a consultant general
surgeon, and Catriona, a consultant anaesthetist, have been working
at Gahini Hospital in Eastern Rwanda. Our mission has been to provide
a surgical and anaesthetic service, develop the hospital’s facilities and
train local healthcare staff.
The Hospital
From April until the end of June large numbers of patients continued
to present for surgery at Gahini Hospital. The demand was so great
that Steve wrote a submission to the Ministry of Health asking for
two surgeons to replace him not just one! And praise God, prayers
for a replacement surgeon have been answered. Two days before we
flew out, Dr Martin took up the role as specialist surgeon at Gahini
Hospital. He is a Rwandan who was previously working in another
hospital near Kigali, but has now been deployed by the Rwandan
Ministry of Health to help address the surgical need at Gahini. Please
pray for him as he settles into his new role. Please also pray for the
hospital in this time of transition.
Coronavirus
Sadly, as you may have seen in the media, coronavirus cases in
Rwanda rose dramatically in June/early July, although they have
now stabilised. This meant further lockdowns, with travel bans
and a complete stay at home requirement for people living in
Kigali. For daily wage earners lockdowns cause instant poverty.
Please pray for the people of Rwanda as things reopen, that
they may be able to find work and security for their families.
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An epic journey
Please forgive me for donating so much of this final
newsletter to our journey home, but it is a story worth telling
and a testimony to God’s hand at work.
It begins in January 2021 when the UK government
announced that they were going to introduce compulsory
hotel quarantine. We had a straight choice: run back to the
UK within the week, or stick it out in Rwanda. At the time it
felt wrong to leave; too much unfinished, too much need. So
we stayed and prayed.
By early May it was apparent that we weren’t going to be able to
travel at the end of May as planned. Rwanda was on the UK red list
despite its really low case numbers and this didn’t show any signs
of changing, so we needed another plan. In the hope that it might
become easier, we moved our flight to July, which would still allow us
to be home for Hannah to start school.
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The building work at the hospital continues;
Coronavirus restrictions limited our goodbyes –
saying goodbye to work colleagues.

In late May we were able to receive our second coronavirus jabs, and hatched a plan to travel via the Netherlands,
which would allow us to enter without restrictions. Then we would fly on to the UK, now entering from an amber
country.
Then seasonal flu hit. For the whole of June we were ill with colds, lethargy
and the worst of all constant coughing. Coronavirus case numbers were now
dramatically rising in Rwanda. We desperately wanted to move the flight forward
fearing the Netherlands would move Rwanda off their green list but we had to be
symptom-free to fly and we were anything but, so we had to wait.
Finally we had said our goodbyes, and we went to check in online only to
discover that Hannah couldn’t travel. With all of the flight-date changes we had
missed that her passport would expire in two months and she needed three to
be allowed to enter the Netherlands. The British High Commission in Kigali was
in lockdown and not answering the phones. This was at 5pm and our flight was
the next evening. Eventually we spoke to the UK Foreign Office who made no
promises but said we’d have to attend in person at the British High Commission
in Kigali the next morning. So at 9pm we started packing everything as we now
had to leave early the next morning instead of in the late afternoon. Amazingly
by 1pm the next day we had her emergency travel papers.
After an all night flight, we arrived in the Netherlands and presented our
passports, only to be told we couldn’t come in because we were there for a
holiday and British people could only enter for essential reasons! Fortunately,
after a bit of explanation, we were able to demonstrate that we were
actually Rwandan residents (who the regulations did allow), and the Dutch
authorities kindly let us in, enabling us to have a very enjoyable holiday.
Back at Schipol airport 11 days later (by now Rwanda was off Europe’s
green list), despite having left what we thought was loads of time, we ended
up hitting several delays. This left us running through the airport carrying a
child and three hand luggages each, making it to gate just before it closed to
catch the flight back to Scotland.
We’ve now been here just under two weeks. We still cannot believe how
despite all the hurdles God saw us safely home. We cannot believe
how despite our seeming lack of progress in the first two years, God
enabled us to “work ourselves out of a job”. But we have witnessed the
awesomeness of God at work.
Thank you
So as we end our mission service we want to say a huge thank you.
Thank you for your prayers, your encouragement, your financial support
and for your partnership. We definitely could not have done this work
without you.
If journeying with us has also blessed you, every month there are new
CMS mission partners looking for people to join their “support team”.
So if you would like to know more about supporting them please email
churchrelations@churchmissionsociety.org.
Wishing you every blessing,
Catriona, Steve, Hannah and Rachel
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