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Methodist Matters in the Felixstowe Mission Area

Services at our Churches…….
Sunday 2nd December
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Mike Cassidy
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m.– Mrs Heather Bentley
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion)
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Prof David Welbourn
6.30 p.m. – Circuit Service at Landseer Road
Sunday 9th December
Kirton – 2.45 p.m. – Rev Diane Smith – Parade Service
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Jo Jacobs
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Paul Walker
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Roger Theobald
6.00 p.m. – Worship Band led by
Neil Hepplethwaite and Elizabeth Storey
Sunday 16th December
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Mrs Liz Cope
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Christmas Café Worship!
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mrs Jane Paterson
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Café Worship
4.00 p.m. – Carol Service led by Stephen Wyatt
Tuesday 18th December
Seaton Road – 7.00 p.m. – Carols by Candlelight
Followed by coffee/tea and mince pies
Sunday 23rd December
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Jane Cassidy (Communion)
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion)
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Jane Cassidy
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion)
Monday 24th December
Kirton – 6.00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service
Trimley – 7.00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service
Trinity – 11.00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service – Rev Diane Smith
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Christmas Day
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Christmas Day Family Celebration
Trinity – 10.30 a.m. – joined by the URC
Sunday 30th December
Mission Area Service at Trimley – 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 6th January 2019
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Covenant)
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Mrs Alyson Ellis
4.00 p.m. – Time 4 You
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Covenant)
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Mrs Heather Bentley
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
Sunday 13th January
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Local Arrangement
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Fellowship Service
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Roger Theobald
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Mike Stock
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
Sunday 20th January
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Chris Jowett
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Mrs Alicia Holmes – Family Service
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Local Arrangement
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Café Worship
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
Sunday 27th January
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Mr Roger Theobald
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion)
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Jo Jacobs
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Communion)
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
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From Rev’d Diane….
Dear Friends
Nigel and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
New Year.
Please do join us if you can for a Christmas Buffet at the Manse from
3pm-6pm on Saturday the 15th December. This will be the same
day as our Messy Christmas Carol Event at Trinity.
Below is printed a picture of the beautiful Icon that can be seen in the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The charity “Embrace the
Middle East" who work with children in Bethlehem living with poverty
and conflict has taken this stunning image and produced a 250 piece
wooden jigsaw.

During Advent where possible I will be travelling around the Circuit
and local coffee shops offering groups of people the opportunity of
helping to complete the jigsaw. I am hoping that this may lead to a
number of interesting conversations regarding the message of
Christmas and the good news offered to all in the birth of Christ our
Lord.
May I also take this opportunity to thank all those who will be leading
Worship during Advent and Christmas. If you look at the Ipswich
Plan you will see a wonderful mix of traditional, contemporary and
informal worship. In many of these acts of worship the opportunity to
give to various charities will be possible, helping neighbours nearby
and far away.
By the time you read this we will have held one session of our annual
Advent Course (Churches Together in Walton). For this course we
are using a book called “The Art of Advent” written by Jane Williams.
This is a stunning little book, offering a painting a day from Advent to
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Epiphany with a thought provoking reflection for each day. It works a
bit like an Advent Calendar with each day offering new insights.
Wherever the season of Advent and Christmas finds you, may you
once more enter into these joyful celebrations with thoughtful
reflection and a real sense of awe and wonder.
May Christ be the centre of your Christmas. May you meet Him in
expected and unexpected places. May you enter into 2019 with the
assurance of that presence.
May you have a most wonderful Christmas and blessed New Year!
Love and God Bless always
Diane and Nigel
_______________________________________________________

Extracts from Catriona, Steve and Hannah’s latest
newsletter from Rwanda…….
The English service
Many of you have been faithfully praying for the English service
at the cathedral. We are very grateful for all that God is doing
through those involved but we are excited to see where he will
continue to lead this time of worship. Please keep praying!
Since our last link letter, Steve has been regularly leading
worship and preaching. Unfortunately, language is a real problem
with very few people feeling confident enough to preach or lead
in English. It means that the leadership team remains very small.
However, the bishops have become more involved and one of
them is preaching about once a month. Steve has been
encouraged to teach some new songs and the young people are
really enjoying them. Their current favourite appears to be “This
is amazing grace”.
Developments at the hospital
At the moment, Gahini Hospital appears to be a complete
dichotomy. On the one hand, finances are very tight and we are
back to running out of key medications, the x-ray machine and
one of the lab blood test machines are broken and many of the
staff have not been paid or have only partially been paid. It is all
because for many months now the insurance companies have
failed to pay the hospital what they owe for patient care. We are
really hoping and praying that they will very soon have a change
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of heart because as
things break
irrevocably, patient
care is suffering.
On the other hand,
we have been
blessed with a
number of recent
significant donations.
Several donors have
contributed to a new
borehole which
means that there is now running water in the hospital. This is a
massive improvement as access to water has been a long
standing problem at Gahini Hospital.
Family life
Hannah has become a real chatterbox. Her words are getting
more comprehendible and she loves to comment on anything
happening around her. She is thoroughly enjoying the company
of Dr Sandy’s children and it is a delight to watch her work out
how to interact with others. She continues to love Peppa Pig and
has just discovered her own joy at jumping in muddy puddles now
that the rains are here.
We are delighted to be able to share with you the news that
Catriona is pregnant and we are expecting our second child in
March. This will change things a bit for the next year as Catriona
and Hannah will travel to the UK in January to be joined by Steve
in later February. How ever, we are hoping to be able to have our
home leave (with slightly fewer engagements) in April/May and
look forward to catching up with those of you we have made
arrangements to meet.
So, despite writing this link letter in October, it will be our
Christmas letter. Thus all that remains is for us to wish you a very
Happy Christmas and many blessings for 2019.
Wishing you every blessing,
Catriona,Stephen and Hannah
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Mission Area Kids’ Club
The Mission Area Kids’ Club continues to meet
on the first Tuesday of the month, during term
time, at Seaton Road Methodist Church from 6 –
7.15pm.
We welcome any primary school aged children who
completed one full year at school.

have

The next dates for Kids’ Club will be:Tuesday 4th December
Tuesday 8th January 2019 (please note this is the 2nd Tuesday in
the month)
_______________________________________________________

You are all warmly invited to a Christmas
Buffet at the Manse on
Saturday 15th of December.
(From 3pm - 6pm).
Diane & Nigel
_____________________________________________
Walton Churches – Advent Courses
Wednesday 28th November at Seaton Road
Wednesday 5th December at St Mary’s
Wednesday 12th December at Seaton Road
7 p.m. for coffee, start at 7.30 p.m.
___________________________________________________

Carol Safari – Tuesday 11th December
Starting at St Philip’s Hall, Wadgate Road
at 5.30 p.m.
and ending at Maidstone Road Baptist Church
at 6.30(ish) for mince pies
You are invited to bring a candle lantern or torch with you
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Trinity Coat Rail
We’ve had the rail out for three weeks and have already seen
results.
I don’t want to go into individual events but we have had several
happy faces.
We were also asked for children’s coats and following appeals on
Facebook we had them arrive. We were contacted by Jay Hornsby
from “Tiffers”, a homeless persons charity in Ipswich. They had coats
to spare, due to lack of storage, so have twice delivered good quality
coats. Massive thanks to Jay and team. We are also expecting a
delivery of children’s coats from one of the local schools after some
of the Mums read about us on Facebook. I am indebted to the
various user groups who put the coats out and bring them in again.
I have been asked if this idea has been taken up elsewhere but I
have to confess I don’t know. Simple idea. Little cost. Quite easy
really. I wish it was possible to leave the coats out overnight but with
no cover it’s impossible. As a general rule as fast as we fill the rail, it
empties. Thanks also to Peacocks for supplying us with coat
hangers......lots of them!
We have also had clothes, scarves etc which we take over to Basics
Charity shop so we definitely share the love! So if you have any
coats that you no longer need......someone else does. Thanks.
Maddi Ellis (Trinity)
anura1952@aol.com
07557364237
_______________________________________________________

Calling all Carol singers to
Gainsborough Community library ,
Clapgate Lane Ipswich at 4 pm on Friday
7th December for half an hour of singing
traditional Christmas Carols to entertain
the community accompanied by David and
Carolyn Howlett
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Women’s Fellowship Rally
On Thursday the 18th October at 14.30 a group of women met at
Maidstone Road Baptist Church to attend their Women’s Fellowship
Rally. Numerous different church groups were represented. The
hymns had been carefully chosen and we watched a short video
about the recent tsunami in Indonesia. In the midst of the destruction
caused by the tsunami a group of Christians were worshipping God
and singing Hallelujah. The collection at this service was being
donated to the Indonesian Fund.
The guest speaker was the Rev. Jo. Jacobs. Her inspirational
address focussed on the courage and wisdom of Abigail and that
God had directed her to meet David at just the right time and so she
prevented a massacre and indeed went on to become one of David’s
wives. Jo challenged us to meet someone at their point of greatest
need.
After the service we continued to enjoy a time of fellowship whilst
enjoying a delicious afternoon tea. This event brought back so many
wonderful memories for me of similar functions held by the
Presbyterian Women’s Groups in N. Ireland.
Many thanks to all involved in the running of this Rally.
Anna Porter (Trinity)

Calling all Musicians
We are looking for musicians to form an Orchestra
to play at the Circuit Passion service in Woodbridge
on 14th April next year.
Whatever instrument you play please can you get in
touch asap so we can start the planning and
organise music etc. Violin, Cello, Oboe, Flute,
Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet etc etc.
Please email Neil neilhepp@gmail.com or
Elizabeth eliza.storey@gmail.com
or call us 01394 671655
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COVER THE KEYBOARD
Over twenty years ago, Seaton Road took the leap into modern
technology and purchased a laptop to aid our worship. Those of us
who knew little about computers thought that we were terribly
adventurous; those who worked with them thought of it as just
another day at the office. That said, we all came to rely on it and
enjoyed the benefits to worship that it gave us.
Twenty years on and our modern technology is now very dated and
unreliable.
This offers all of us a unique
opportunity to help raise funds for a
new laptop by Covering the
Keyboard..... Simply by a one off
donation you can sponsor a key: it
might be the first letter of a loved
ones name or the number of your
house but let your imagination run riot! Alternatively, you may like to
choose the mighty shift key or the back space. Do you like
exclamation marks! or question marks? Maybe your leaning is
towards the forward slash / (perhaps the curve of an open bracket or
the close bracket appeals)
By now I think you have the picture, so moving on with the space
key I will underscore the idea:
For a one off donation of a suggested price of £5.00 and £1.00 for
children you can help Cover The Keyboard.
As a visual aid there is an enlarged photo of a keyboard at the front
of the Church and as donations are received the requested key will
be covered by a sticker.
So by Covering The Keyboard we will hopefully go some way to
covering the cost of a new laptop.
If you wish to take part in this slightly 'QWERTY' fund raiser please
see Rosemary Cross or contact her on 01394 285027.

If you have any items for the February edition of “In Touch” please send
them to magazine@seatonroad.org.uk or give them to one of your
Church Stewards by Sunday 20th January 2019.
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