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Methodist Matters in the Felixstowe Mission Area

Dear Friends,
Some thoughts about transformation and change………..
One of the beautiful prayers that you might hear over the Easter
Season begins; “Glory to you, O God;
You raised Jesus from the grave,
Bringing us victory over death
And giving us eternal life.”
Such acclamations are the bed rock of our faith. If we believe
that Jesus rose again and has conquered death our living shall
be marked by purpose and intent and even the dark valley of
loss, grief and bereavement shall not be without comfort.
I do pray that this Easter will offer much comfort to the recently
bereaved - may they especially know what it is to be held by
God. Easter is the greatest mystery of the Christian faith. We
have four weeks to prepare for the mystery of Christmas in
Advent - but we have six weeks in Lent to prepare for the
mystery that is Easter.
Some of you have attended our Churches Together in
Felixstowe Lent Course based on the film “Chocolat” with Bible
study and reflection time. “Change” has been a key word
throughout this course and I do believe that nothing can
compare to the change that Jesus can bring to any life.
The main Gospel for this year is Mark and for the writer of Mark
the disciple Peter has a very significant role to play. Just stop
for a moment and think about all the changes he had to undergo.
Peter, like us all, sometimes gets it right and sometimes gets it
wrong. He is a good model of discipleship, largely because he
both seeks and willingly receives forgiveness.
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During Holy Week the Rev. Jo Jacobs will be leading us on a
reflective journey through the eyes of Peter. We are grateful to
Jo for once again offering to guide us in this way (see page 5).
As the disciple Peter will feature each night of Holy Week I
conclude with a quote from the First Letter of Peter; these words
are all about change and transformation. May they also be
words of comfort to you all:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading kept
in heaven for you.”
Happy Easter to you all, love Diane.

What’s in a name?
Thanks for the three or four people who made suggestions for the
name of the new Mission Area Magazine – we have tried to
incorporate these ideas into the title page.
If you have any items for the April edition of the Felixstowe
Mission Area Magazine then please send them to
magazine@seatonroad.org.uk or give them to one of your Church
Stewards by Sunday 22nd March.

CIRCUIT ARTS AND CRAFTS
FESTIVAL
MUSEUM STREET METHODIST
CHURCH, IPSWICH.
SATURDAY MARCH 14TH 2015
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Services at our Churches…….
Sunday 1st March
Kirton - 9.45 a.m. - Mr Peter Crick
Seaton Road - 9.45 a.m. - Rev Diane Smith (Holy Communion)
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Brian Clow
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Holy Communion)
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
Sunday 8th March
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Holy Communion)
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev David Keeble
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Holy Communion)
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Mrs Jane Paterson
6.00 p.m. – Local Arrangement
Sunday 15th March – Mothering Sunday
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Mrs Heather Bentley
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Café Worship!
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mrs Diana Sawyer
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Café Worship
6.00 p.m. – Rev Diane Smith
Sunday 22nd March – Passion Sunday
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Margaret Millar
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Mrs Edna Collins
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Peter Crick
6.00 p.m. – LA
Sunday 29th March – Palm Sunday
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Jo Jacobs
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mrs Jenny Archer
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith
6.00 p.m. – LA
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Holy Week Meditations: Rock, Cross and Stone.
A reflective Holy Week Journey through the eyes
of Simon Peter.

Tuesday 31st March - Seaton Road 7.00 p.m.
'You are the rock'
Wednesday 1st April - Kirton 7.00 p.m.
'God forbid it, Lord - this must never happen to you'
Thursday 2nd April - Trinity 7.00 p.m. (incl. Holy Communion)
'The Lord turned and looked at me'
Good Friday - Trimley 7.00 p.m.
'I stood and watched'
Each short, reflective act of worship will include music, readings,
drama and prayer, centred around a focal piece of artwork
offered by local artists.

_____________________________________
Walton Churches are trying to find someone to train
for and lead the Christians Against Poverty Money
Course so that we can run one in our area (It is
aimed at helping people to budget more effectively).
Training includes equipment and will be funded by
Walton Churches .There is a training day in Norwich
on March 27th. Please let Heather Bentley (Tel:
279998) know ASAP if you might be interested in helping with this
important outreach to our community.
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Circuit Arts and Crafts Festival 2015
This year’s Circuit Arts and Crafts Festival will be held at
Museum Street Methodist Church, Ipswich on Saturday 14th
March.
Crafts will be on display from midday (after judging) until
approximately 3pm. Light refreshments will be served during the
day. The day will end with a very short concert and the
presentation of the winning individual’s cup and church shield.
If you are able to get to Museum Street to see the various
entries, and immense array of talent from around the Circuit, it
makes a good day out. Seaton Road will hopefully be performing
in the singing group category at approximately 2.30pm.
However, if you are unable to make the actual day Seaton
Road’s entries will be on view in our church hall after the
morning service the following day, Sunday 15th March. Please
do take the opportunity to admire all the hard work that the
children and adults have put into their entries.
Mary Pattinson

_____________________________________________

Churches Together in Felixstowe
Good Friday Open Air Service at The Triangle
Friday 3rd April 2015
10.45am: Setting the Scene
11.15am: United Service (45mins)
Easter Day Sunrise Service
Sunday 5th April 2015
(approx. 6am)
On the Prom opposite the Town Hall
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Walk to Emmaus
What is a Walk to Emmaus?
It is a three day Spiritual
walk where there is the
opportunity to meet with
Jesus and like the pilgrims all those years ago, there comes the
realisation that Jesus is by your side.
So, if you are looking for something to rekindle your faith, this
could be just what you are looking for. If you would like to know
more there are a few of us around you could speak to and I
would be more than happy to put you in touch.
Personally it is one of the best and most blessed experiences I
have had in my Christian journey.
More information can be found on the national web site
www.emmaus-walk.org.uk
The dates for the walks this year are:
North West Ladies Walk 5th - 8th March 2015
South East Men's Walk 1st - 4th May 2015
South Central Walk 18th - 21st June 2015
South East Ladies Walk 23rd - 26th July 2015
North West Men's Walk 1st - 4th October 2015
If you would like anymore information please do not hesitate to
get in touch with me.
Jill Tempest Tel: 01394 285823
__________________________________________________

Volunteers needed – might you be able to help with the editing
of future editions of “In Touch”? If you feel you might be able to
assist then please email us at magazine@seatonroad.org.uk or
speak to one of your church stewards.
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
WHEN: 6th March 2015

TIME: 10.30am

WHERE: United Reformed Church, Orwell Road
HUNGER LUNCH of soup and roll follows at
approximately 12.30 in Church Hall
Throughout the day women all over the
world will be using the same service which
has been prepared by the Women of the
Bahamas.
The service theme is from St. John’s Gospel, chapter 13, verses
1-17. Jesus said to them: “Do you know what I have done for
you?” A challenge to all to demonstrate the same radical
unconditional love for others that Jesus showed when he
washed the feet of his disciples. Christian women of the
Bahamas have written the Women’s World Day of Prayer
service which will be used on 6th March 2015 in over 170
countries as an estimated 3 million people observe this special
day of prayer. The Bahamas consists of over 700 islands,
scattered over 100,000 square miles in the Atlantic Ocean, only
a small proportion of which are inhabited. Inhabitants refer to the
Bahamas as a ‘family of islands.’ In the service, the needs of
smallest islands are given as much prominence as larger ones.
From sunrise to sunset all over the globe the service will be
taking place and in the British Isles alone over 5,000 services
will take place. The Felixstowe Service will be followed by a
“Hunger Lunch” proceeds of which will go to the Afghanistan
project empowering women. The EU will triple each £1 raised.
All ages, male or female are welcome to attend this special
service.
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If you would like to be part of the Seaton Road Prayer Chain
then please contact Hazel Rusby (hazel.rusby@gmail.com) who
will be able to explain the way in which the chain will work.

_____________________________________________
Plant Sale – Seaton Road
please book the date
Saturday May 2nd
More details to follow
____________________________________________
Trimley are holding a Table Top Sale at the Memorial
Hall, High Road, Trimley St Martin on Saturday 11th April
at 2 p.m. Tables are bookable by an advance payment of
£5 per table by telephoning Christine on 01394 273290
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