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Dear Friends 
 

What a busy summer we have had in the Mission Area. 
My sincere thanks to all who have been involved in any of our 
“outreach activities”, from decorating our carnival float to participating 
in children’s Holiday Clubs and children’s Fun Days.   The Walton 
area of Churches also worked closely together providing a day at 
“The Hut” for individuals who might not always be able to get out and 
about. Our Mission Area Songs of Praise was fairly well attended 
and well supported by Kirton village ecumenically. 
By the time you read this article, two acts of “Radical Hospitality” will 
have taken place. On both occasions we would have physically fed 
our local community and hopefully paved the way for more open 
dialogue. 
 

As we move into autumn we celebrate the 60th Wedding Anniversary 
of Len and Enid Jessop from Trinity.  We also celebrate with Karen 
Storer, Wendy O’Connor and Jill Creamer as they become members 
of the World Wide Methodist Church. 
 

This September will also see the annual Covenant Service take 
place at Seaton Road and at Trinity and give many the opportunity to 
recommit their lives to following Christ. 
 

In order to recommit ourselves to discipleship, it is vital that we seek 
out spiritual nourishment. We can do this in a whole host of ways, in 
our daily prayers and devotions, by attending a prayer group or Bible 
study.  Perhaps, also, by signing up for the taster session of 
“Encircled in Care”, which looks at the work of pastoral visiting, or 
maybe you  might feel led to respond to the Town Pastors 
recruitment drive or become a part of the newly established “Open 
the Book “ team, working in schools.  
 

In order to “maintain our faith” we need to both reach out and 
receive; to be active and contemplative. Most of us struggle with one 
or the other! 
 

Why not opt for the best of both worlds? On the 4th of November in 
the beautiful grounds of Otley Hall, retreat speaker Anne Spalding  
leads the day’s session on   “Living and maintaining one’s faith in an 
increasingly secular society”. 
 
God Bless 
 
Diane
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Services at our Churches……. 
 

 

 

 
Sunday 13 th September 
Kirton - 9.45 a.m. – Mr Martin Ellis 
Seaton Road - 9.45 a.m. - Rev Diane Smith (Covenant Service) 
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Bryan Clow 
Trinity – 10.30 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Covenant Service) 
                6.00 p.m. – Mr Stephen Wyatt 
 
 

 
Sunday 20 th September 
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith (Holy Communion) 
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Café Worship! 
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Raymond Wilson 
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Café Worship 
                6.00 p.m. – Rev Diane Smith 
 
 

 
Sunday 27 th September 
Kirton – 9.45 a.m. – Mr Chris Finbow 
Seaton Road – 9.45 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith - Harvest 
Trimley – 11.00 a.m. – Mr Colin Westren 
Trinity – 11.00 a.m. – Rev Diane Smith - Harvest 
                6.00 p.m. – Rev Jo Jacobs 
 

 

 

 
Walton Parish Nursing Celebration Service 

 
At Seaton Road Methodist Church 

3pm on the 18th October. 
 

 
Speaker: Ros Moore,  CEO of Parish Nursing Ministries UK 
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Thank you…..  
 

To everyone who helped with Seaton Road’s Cops and Robbers’ 
Holiday Club. Without help from our friends at Trinity and Trimley 
Methodist churches and Walton Parish Church we would find it 
extremely difficult to run the week so thank you everyone for all your 
support before, during and after the week’s holiday club. 
 

Robin and Mary Pattinson 
 
 

Felixstowe Carnival  
 

I feel someone should say a big ‘thank you’ to all those involved in 
producing a fantastic carnival float. In case people have not heard, 
the Felixstowe Methodist Mission Area float, depicting Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, won first prize in the decorated 
lorry section of the  Felixstowe carnival on 25th July.  
 

Many people helped with preparations but particular thanks must go 
to Dawn Bone for the idea of entering a float, obtaining the lorry and 
pulling it all together, Heather Bentley for designing the float, Karen 
and Pheobe Storer for drawing and cutting out cows, camels, stars, 
sheaves of corn etc, Di Douglas for making Joseph’s coat, Little 
Fishes for painting numerous paper plates for the Joseph letters, 
Kids’ Club for making paper chains, Heather and Dave Carpenter for 
managing to obtain a PA system at the last minute so music could be 
played from the float, Fran Keeble and Karen Storer for sorting the 
costumes, David Keeble and Robin Pattinson for designing and 
printing the hundreds of leaflets handed out as the procession 
passed through the town, Jane Reed for allowing us to use Colneis 
school grounds to decorate the lorry, Diane for supporting everyone 
throughout and hosting the planning meetings at the manse and of 
course all those who built the float on the day and actually went on it. 
Apologies if I have missed out anyone who played a major part if 
producing the float. 
 

It was a great witness to Felixstowe Area Methodism and despite the 
bad weather of Friday evening and early Saturday morning, when 
perhaps a Noah’s Ark theme would have been more appropriate, 
great fun was had by all.  
 

Mary Pattinson 
_____________________________________________________ 
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Seaton Road’s “Radical Hospitality” was a barbeque held for the 
local community.  Over 80 people came along to enjoy the sunshine, 
the food, craft activities and games.
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 Kirton  Methodist Quiz Night  

 

You are invited to our Quiz Night 

Saturday, 19
th

 September at 7.30pm 

Kirton Church Hall   Teams of 6 

Tickets: £6.50 including supper (BYOD)  

Tickets from Helen on 448395 or Ralph on 448590 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

GOD I’M PRAYING FOR THE PEOPLE  
 

GOD I’M PRAYING FOR THE PEOPLE 
THAT DON’T HAVE MUCH TO GIVE 

GOD I’M PRAYING FOR THE PEOPLE 
THAT DON’T HAVE ANYTHING TO LIVE 

 

FOR MIGRANTS SEEKING A BETTER LIFE 
AND FACING THE PERILS AT SEA 

HOPING THEIR JOURNEY WILL SUFFICE 
SO WORTHY THEIR SACRIFICE WILL BE 

 

GOD I’M PRAYING FOR THE ELDERLY 
THAT RELY ON OTHERS FOR CARE 

THAT THEY ARE GIVEN HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND TREATED GENTLY AND FAIR 

 

GOD I’M PRAYING FOR ALL THE CHILDREN 
THAT THEY WILL HAVE A FUTURE BRIGHT 

AND GROW UP TO WORK TOGETHER 
TO MAKE THE WORLD ALRIGHT 

 

Maureen Brown - Trimley 
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A Thank you from Nigel 
(Rev Diane’s husband) 
 
A big thank you to all of you who 
offered prayers and thoughts 
and sent cards during my recent 
adventures with the medical 
profession. 
 

Working in shipping as I do and therefore, with colleagues all over 
the world, I think I had a whole host of gods and deities being prayed 
to for me at some time or another. Certainly, Muslims, Buddhists, 
Jews, Hindus, Sikhs, a Taoist and people from a whole host of 
Christian denominations were praying for me.  I am pleased to say 
that the last cancer check-up went OK and 7 years after being 
diagnosed and 12 subsequent operations under general anaesthetic 
for check-ups, my “risk of re-occurrence” rating has now been 
downgraded and I will only need a camera examination in the future, 
which is done under local anaesthetic. I am still very thankful for the 
skill of the surgeons and follow-up of the Oncology Nursing team 
without which, for sure I could have lost my bladder or worse.  
 
Not so good news on the ear and hearing front; after the operation to 
repair the perforated ear drum (myringoplasty) I suffered a series of 
infections in the ear canal as a result of which the surgeon was only 
able to properly look at his handiwork last week, some three months 
after the operation and pronounced that the graft has not fully taken 
and I still have a hole, albeit smaller, in the ear drum. We are going 
to wait three months and see if that heals itself or if it does not, well I 
don’t know, because the surgeon says he has never had a failure 
before. Typical that it happens to me!!  So, I am still deaf in the right 
ear – convenient at times, but very inconvenient most of the time.  
 
But thanks very much again for all your thoughts and especially your 
prayers and please keep them going.  
 
 
All the best 
 
 
Nigel Smith 
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Healing the Memories by Diane Salter 
 

We came together 
timidly 
angrily 

hopefully 
wearing our cloak of many colours 

 

Slowly 
Carefully 

We took off our cloaks and spread 
them out for all to see 

 

Some were worn or torn 
some ripped by cruel hands 

some bore the stains of blood or shame 
all had been washed in tears 

 

Together now we found the familiar weave 
The common threads 

We called them Apartheid, 
South Africa, The Struggle 

Racism, Separation 
 

Painstakingly 
attentively 

we drew these threads from our cloaks 
Now we knew them as grief, anger, fear, 

hate, suspicion, blame 
choosing which we could. mend with our tears 

the rest we gave to the cleansing flame 
 

Lovingly 
creatively 

We took these mended threads 
And together wove a bright banner 

Rich in humanity 
Peace, Truth, Hope , Faith and Forgiveness 

 

It streamed above us, beautiful and glorious 
as, holding hands 

We moved forward together to the 
beat of a new drum. 

 
 

(contributed by Alison Harvey – Trinity) 
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Town Pastors and Prayer Team  
urgently needed! 

 
We are asking folk to prayerfully consider getting 
involved either as a Town Pastor, or as part of the 
Prayer Team.  
 
As I'm sure you are already aware, Town Pastors are Christian 
volunteers from local churches who are out in the town centre on 
most Saturday nights from 10.00pm to around 4.00am. Town 
Pastors have been on the streets of Felixstowe for over 5 years now 
and  have had so many opportunities to show Jesus' love in a very 
practical way. We are also serving in other ways such as the 
Felixstowe Carnival, CTiF events like Praise on the Prom and Good 
Friday services, and further afield at the Latitude festival. 
 
Each person is asked to commit to one night a month and there are 
3 ways to be involved 
 

• Town Pastors -  on the streets 10.00pm - approx 4.00am (finish 
time flexible) 

• Prayer at our Base (Trinity Methodist Church) -  10.00pm - 
approx 4.00am, Praying and making tea/coffee/toast for the 
Town Pastors when they take a break. 

• Prayer at Home -  for an hour slot between 10.00pm - 4.00am 
 
Opportunity is given for each person to indicate when he or she is 
available each month. 
 
We have people volunteering from 12 churches in Felixstowe. It is a 
very positive way to join with people from other Churches and make 
a difference in our community.  
 
For further information on Felixstowe Town Pastors, or how to get 
involved, please contact us: 
 
email: coordinator@felixstowetownpastors.org.uk 
 
Telephone:  07722 757714 
 
Web site: www.felixstowetownpastors.org.uk 
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Some thoughts for Harvest time….. 
 
Your Church Garden……  
 
First plant five rows of PEAS: 
 
1.  Presence;      2.  Promptness;     
3.  Preparation;  4.  Purity;       
5.  Perseverance. 

 
 
Next to these plant three of SQUASH: 
 
Squash gossip;   Squash criticism;   
Squash indifference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Then plant five rows of LETTUCE: 
 
Let us be faithful to duty; 
Let us be loyal and unselfish; 
Let us be true to our obligations; 
Let us obey rules and regulations;  
Let us love one another.  
 
 
 

 
No garden is complete, of course, 
without TURNIPS:  
 
Turn up for the meetings; 
Turn up with a smile;  
Turn up with new ideas; 
Turn up with determination to make 
everything count for something good 
and worthwhile. 

 
(Courtesy of Bramford Road Methodist Church Newsletter) 
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On Saturday the 18th July Trinity held its “Radical Hospitality” event 
and served strawberries and cream scones to over 200 people 
outside Trinity in the afternoon sunshine.  The photo shows Alison 
Harvey, Carol Lockett, Denise Mayes, Diane Smith and Gina 
Folksman preparing for the event. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 
 

at 
 

Trimley Methodist Church 
 

Thursday 22nd October at 7.30 p.m. 
 

£4.00 per person 
 

Tables of 4 
 

Light refreshments provided 
 

Bookings in advance – call 01394 273290 
 

Proceeds to the local Alzheimer Group 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 6 th November 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will be holding a Mission Area Quiz at Trinity Church on Friday 
6th November, commencing at 7.30pm. This is a fundraiser for all 
four Methodist Churches, Trinity, Seaton Road, Trimley and Kirton.  
 
Refreshments will take the form of ‘puddings,’ with tea and coffee.  
 
Tickets will be priced at £7.00 each and the proceeds of the evening 
will be used to help with the printing costs of ‘In Touch,’ the Mission 
Area Church magazine, thereby benefitting all four churches.  
 
A table can accommodate up to eight people, (church 
members/congregation and friends) and can be booked through 
Heather Carpenter, tel: 01394 278239 or email 
heatherdavecarpenter@hotmail. co.uk. 
 
We do hope that all four churches will be represented, so please put 
Friday 6th November in your diary. 
 
Heather Carpenter 
 

 
If you have any items for the October edition of “In Touch” please send 

them to magazine@seatonroad.org.uk or give them to one of your 
Church Stewards by Sunday 27th September. 
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Seaton Road Holiday Club 
 
Hello, hello hello….What’s going on here? 
 
As I write we have just finished a wonderful week of a Cops & 
Robbers Holiday Club, culminating in a Sunday service which 
attracted many families and allowed us to feed back to the 
congregation. 
 
The hall was decorated with jail, police car and “Police do not enter” 
tape.  
 
Each day part of the story of Joseph was told which allowed us to 
consider themes of jealousy, being falsely accused and forgiveness. 
Makes included some attractive biscuits (prepared by Val Jinks), a 
policeman’s pocket notebook, loot bag, Identikit booklet, pop-up 
Joseph and masks. 
 
Friday was different with a visit by the police who explained about 
fingerprinting (we each made a keyring from our own print), bicycle 
safety and we were allowed to sit in a real police van with secure cell 
at the back! 
 
There were visits from Ratty & Stinky who were always into mischief. 
The Watt family helped to catch two robbers and Big Bad Boss 
(Taylor made a good “Godfather” in trilby, black shirt and tie).  These 
baddies had a change of heart once Big Bad Boss was robbed 
himself, realising how much hurt it causes, especially when his 
favourite teddy bear, Fluffy, was stolen. 
 
The children were delightful and the Sunday service showed how 
much of the stories and memory verses they had retained. 
 
This would not have been possible without a dedicated team of 
helpers, many from Mission Area and Walton churches, who worked 
hard all week to engage with their team and help with activities. 
But most of all we want to congratulate Robin and Mary who led up 
our Holiday Club, which must have involved months of preparation. 
We thank them for their leadership and for giving us all a happy 
week full of fun. 
 
Sue Hockenhull  
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