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Brightstar is the newsletter of Seaton Road Methodist Church
Seaton Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9BT.
Contact the minister, Revd David Kemble, on 282023
or email via our website - www.seatonroad.org.uk

FROM THE MANSE....
Dear Friends,
As I write this letter I am gazing both inside and
outside of my study window. On the outside it is
snowing and fairly heavily and yet on the inside
seated on the window sill there is a vase of beautiful
early daffodils. Not that it’s in my nature to
necessarily wax lyrical about flowers in general, but on such a day as
today their bright yellow colour and long trumpet shape lifted my spirits
from the sight of winter to the announcement that spring was on its way.
These yellow heralds are just one part of God’s visual aid to the truth of
resurrection.
Flowers that are a sign of things to come. Of warmer weather and
sunnier days, but not here yet. A sign that winter will eventually end,
even though in the early days of February it may not seem like it.
The daffodil bulb which has lain dormant in the cold dark earth through
the winter, somehow through the miracle of Creation senses a change
and spring is on its way, so it responds by pushing its way to the
surface. As such it is not too difficult to draw parallels with the events of
Easter which of course we shall be celebrating at the end of next month
in that after the darkness of the tomb Jesus breaks the power of death
and brings the spring of new life.
I know spring is not here yet even though chocolate eggs are now
appearing in our shops. For the days presently tell me it is cold and dark
and yet the daffodils in the vase next to me tell me that it is on its way.
They sense a change is in the air, and so there is. But the daffodil also
challenges me to do something about it and to respond in some way.
As it has done, to move towards the light and welcome
it when it comes.
For some life itself can sometimes feel more like the cold
dark days of winter rather than the warm and bright days
of summer. But like the daffodil the season of Lent,
which starts in a few days time tells us change is in the
air, new life is on its way. But it also challenges us to do
something about it. To stir ourselves to seek the light
and the new life offered to us in Jesus.
God’s blessing be with you on your journey towards
Easter this year
David
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WORSHIP
Sunday 27th January
9.45am
Chris Finbow
Sunday 3rd February
9.45am
Revd David Kemble
Sunday 10th February
9.45am
Roger Fern
Sunday 17th February
9.15am onwards Breakfast
9.45am
Cafe Worship
Sunday 24th February
9.45am
Revd David Kemble

CHURCH COUNCIL
The next meeting of the Church Council, to which everyone is most
welcome, is on Wednesday 13th at 7.30pm

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Date: Friday 1st March 2013
Theme: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me’ – prepared by the
women of France.
Book the date now and look out for more information nearer the time.

SEAFARERS’ CENTRE SERVICE
Each year we, as a church, lead an act of worship at the
Seafarers’ Centre at the Port. Our allotted Sunday is always
the first Sunday in April which this year will be on 7th April at
6.30pm. Sometimes we get seafarers joining us, many times
we do not, but God is praised in that place and we also
receive a very warm welcome. Please book the date. If you
would like to take part in the service please see Rosemary
or Mary and if you would like to come along to swell the
numbers you would be most welcome.

KIRTON PANCAKES
Our friends at Kirton Methodist Church
are holding their annual pancake events
on Shrove Tuesday, February 12th, and
everyone is welcome to join them.
Pancakes will be served between 12 noon and 2pm and again
between 5 and 6.30pm. Having experienced them last year the
pancakes can be highly recommended so if you do not want to get
your own frying pan out why not make a visit to Kirton?

FROM THEVESTRY.....
Thoughts on Feasting
I love food.
Eating is one of the pleasures in life, whether it be a roast turkey
dinner, an ice cream on the beach, chips in newspaper or a chocolate
muffin. Oh the joy of eating together, seated around a table, making
eye contact and sharing joys and sorrows.
Heads of state when visiting a country usually are treated to a
banquet (our Queen does a particularly good one at Windsor Castle)
which gives the opportunity in a relaxed setting for exchanging views,
sharing cultures, getting to know people better and developing friendships and hospitality.
Sometimes there are set tables with place settings (such as weddings
and parties) where you may find yourself sitting next to a complete
stranger in a confined space (with no way to escape) and over the
meal new conversations are made and connections made. Who
knows what this may lead to? (I met my husband at a wedding thanks
to some clever place setting.)
Methodist teas have a reputation for a time of warmth and fellowship.
They bring people together in a non- threatening way.
Jesus’ first miracle was at a wedding and his last meeting with his
disciples was over a meal, that now takes on the extra significance of
sacrament.
In contrast to this, I want to share with you some advice from the 18th
Century, given by our great Methodist leader, Mr John Wesley, who
had a pious view of food that rather puts the dampers on eating.
Whilst it is healthy advice, it rather takes out the joy of food.
What do you think?
MR WESLEY’S TOP TEN TIPS FOR HEALTHY LIVING
1. The great rule of eating and drinking is to suit the quality and
quantity of the food to the strength of our digestion; to take always
such a sort and such a measure of food, as sits light and easy on the
stomach.
2. All pickled, or smoked, or salted-food, and all high-seasoned is
unwholesome.
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3. Nothing conduces more to health than abstinence and plain food,
with due labour.
4. For studious persons, about eight ounces of animal food and 12 of
vegetables in 24 hours is sufficient.
5. Water is the wholesomest of all drinks; quickens the appetite and
strengthens the digestion most.
6. Strong, and more especially spiritous, liquors are a certain, though
slow, poison.
7. Experience shews, there is very seldom any danger in leaving them
off all at once.
8. Strong liquors do not prevent the mischiefs of a surfeit, nor carry it
off so safely as water.
9. Malt liquors (except clear, small beer or small ale, of due age) are
exceeding hurtful to tender persons.
10. Coffee and tea are extremely hurtful to persons who have weak
nerves.
Courtesy of Alan Road newsletter.

Sue

WALTON PARISH NURSING
Walton Parish Nursing are pleased to announce the appointment of
Marilyn Flower as a second Healthcare Professional to work alongside
Lorna, our Parish Nurse. Marilyn is an Occupational Therapist who
worships at Christchurch and we, as a church, pray she will receive
God’s blessing as takes up her new role in January.
We were pleased to welcome Marilyn to Seaton Road when she
attended both the monthly church lunch and Café Worship and will
obviously look forward to seeing her whenever she is able to join us.
More good news for WPN is that they won an award for "Winner of the
Mayor's Favourite Christmas tree 2012" for their entry in the Salvation
Army Christmas Tree Festival in December. They were the proud
recipients of a certificate and a large box of chocolates. Congratulations
to those involved in creating this masterpiece.
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CHRISTMAS
It always seems rather late to be writing about Christmas in February
(even though, at the time of writing, the snow is falling heavily,
resembling the snowy Christmas card images!) but as this is the first
edition of Brightstar since the festivities it is the first opportunity to do
so and also to wish our magazine readers a ‘Happy New Year.’
Looking through the eyes of various characters our services throughout
the Advent and Christmas period were linked by taking the theme,
‘What are you expecting?’
Although we no doubt had some idea of what the prophets, John the
Baptist, Mary, the shepherds and the wise men were expecting we
were probably NOT expecting a clown in the Nativity story as seen at
our Carols by Candlelight service. Once again the church was packed
for this service and it was good to see old friends and new. We were
particularly pleased to see the Brownies and their families and thank
the girls for providing a wonderful host of angels. Although silent the
‘clown’ brought a thought provoking message as we asked ourselves if
we see God in the unexpected.
Our Mission Area chosen charity for the period was the Methodist
Relief and Development Fund’s ‘Midwives in Mali’ appeal and we were
grateful to all those who contributed to this in the retiring collection after
the Carols by Candlelight service resulting in £242-75 being added to
the MA amount.
Christmas morning was another service when we welcomed many old
friends and again it was good to see several families of three
generations joining together to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Advent and Christmas is undoubtedly a busy time for everyone and on
top of this church life is busy too. A huge thank you goes to anyone who
helped in any way over this period; decorating the church (and taking
down), providing mince pies and refreshments for the Carols by
Candlelight service, moving chairs, preparing slides, stewarding etc. –
the list goes on.
Thank you also to everyone who participated in the church Christmas
post scheme. Once again a large number of cards were sorted and
distributed, resulting in £34 being raised for the work of JMA.
Mary

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS DURING LENT
Christian Aid suggests we ‘Give thanks and celebrate the good things
in your life this Lent’ with their Count Your Blessings calendar, a daily
calendar which takes you through Lent using thought-provoking
reflections and engaging actions that will encourage and challenge
you, not only in your own life but in praying for those living in poverty
around the world.
It is suggested small amounts of money are donated to Christian Aid
but even if you were unable to do this the leaflet could act as a useful
daily prayer resource for Lent (starting on Ash Wednesday 13th
February).
A copy of the leaflet is on the noticeboard. If you would like your own
copy please ask Robin or Mary or download it yourself from
www.christianaid.org.uk/lent There is a separate children’s version
entitled ‘Give Thanks!’
New for this year, for those of you having the technology, there is a free
app with daily reflections and photos, which can be downloaded for
iPads and iPhones.

CHURCH FAMILY WEEKEND
12-14th July 2013
Please note if you have already booked a place on the weekend at
Ditchingham then we shall be asking for a small deposit in the next
couple of weeks.
If you haven’t yet booked for the weekend then it’s still not too late – we
should be able to add to the numbers already given to Ditchingham.
If you are unsure and would like to know more details about what
happens at our Church Family Weekends then please have a word with
anyone who normally goes or with a Steward.
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FLOWER POWER!
We composed this little ditty
Which with you, we’d like to share
It concerns our Sunday worship
And the flowers put weekly there.
Their presence is much welcomed
We think you will agree
And for those too sick to join us
They bring joy especially.
We need to ask two favours
To help this practice thrive…
Please sign your name against a week
Church flowers to provide
And please could you advise us
If as the service ends
You’d like to take your flowers back
For family or friends.
This info shared will help us
To plan and ensure too,
That all of those who need them
Get flowers and love from you.
Val keeps a note of where flowers go
She plans our rota too
So let us know well in advance
What each intends to do.
If you would care to join us
But flowers you do not do
Please give us a donation
We’d love to hear from you!

Thank you to everyone who already does flowers for Seaton Road. A
new rota is now on the noticeboard. Please sign up for a slot or two.
Valerie Braden and Heather Bentley
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FELIXSTOWE PREPARES FOR FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT

25 February
10 March

Preparations are well in hand in Felixstowe for Fairtrade Fortnight
which, this year, runs from 25 Feb – 10 March.
In advance of the Fortnight the Felixstowe Fairtrade Forum has
organised a competition. The prize is a voucher for £25 to be spent in
Felixstowe on Fairtrade products.
The competition is open to anyone aged 16 or under and involves
entrants listing, for each named outlet in Felixstowe, products carrying
the Fairtrade logo on sale at that outlet. The longest valid list will win.
Full details are available on the Forum’s web site at www.felixstowefairtrade.org.uk
Activities for the fortnight begin with a coffee morning on 23 February
at Trinity Methodist Church, which will be attended by the Mayor of
Felixstowe, Mike Deacon. Local dance group ‘Addicted to Dance’ will
be performing at the event.
There will be a display in the library throughout the fortnight and, on
Saturday 2 March, members of the Forum will be available, at the
library, to answer questions about Fairtrade and explain its role in
helping producers in developing countries get a fair price for their
goods.
On 6 March there will be a ‘Fairtrade Fun Evening’ at Trinity Methodist
Church. So far activities planned include a fashion show, film and quiz.
Please have a word with me if you would like more information about
Fairtrade
Robin.
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MINUTES OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING October 2012
David Kemble chaired the meeting, quoting John 3, 16 and opening with prayer
1.
Apologies for absence and note of courtesies due. 10 members and
friends present, attendance and apologies as recorded. Secretary to write to
Archie Mayes to thank him now that he has stood down from Property committee.
2.
Minutes of the last meeting. Minutes of combined Church Council
and AGM of Sunday 1st July had been circulated. Mary Pattinson pointed out
she had written a letter to be read out at AGM emphasising this will be her last
year as senior steward before she finishes being a steward at the end of August
2013, but it had not been included in meeting. David Kemble noted content of
letter, thanked Mary, and asked that we think about new stewards.
3.
Matters arising Was discussion about wide age range in FUNKY.
Robin Pattinson arranging a meeting to discuss difficulty of this.
4.

Notice of any other business. Items were noted and added to agenda.

5.
Financial report – Malcolm Bentley. Malcolm gave the report which
follows minutes, noting collection income increased. Overall; a surplus of £288
in General Fund for year. However, budget for coming year showing projected
deficit of £5000 due to loss of rental income from several regular groups, and
change in the assessment scheme. Solution is to increase hall lettings. Robin will
use local free papers to advertise availability. Sue Hockenhull regretted no
circuit steward present to report back to circuit. Heather Farthing to email
minutes to Circuit Rep Sandy Hamilton, (had sent apologies due to another
meeting this evening) and draw it to his attention. Malcolm to follow up with
details. Malcolm asked for backup as year develops. David Kemble suggested
discussion at leadership meetings. Decided Stewards Meeting on 13th November
becomes leadership team meeting.
Meeting gave Malcolm and David permission to sign financial schedule.
6.
Property report – Malcolm Bentley 3 issues to report–end gable wall
of church; response awaited from Brian Lambert to engineer’s report. Hall floor
sagging; to be investigated. Boiler room flooded in spring; hopefully a one-off.
Robin had been asked by property committee to look at the replacement of radio
microphone. Quote for 2 microphones received for £300. Proposed to purchase
microphones, and have faith as to financial situation.
Finally, at February Church Council property committee will need to be
reshaped - now consists of 3 people. David Kemble to approach Chris Woods.
7.
Stewards’ report and joint sectional stewards – Mary Pattinson
Stewards meet roughly every 2 months, alternate meetings being Leadership
team (stewards, treasurer, worship leader and secretary). November 4th is to be
our Methodist Homes Sunday. Decided not to pay for Christmas advert in local
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papers this year, but to advertise events in local freebies and ‘What’s On’
columns.
2012 is probably the church’s 150th anniversary - is some discrepancy over
date, but centenary celebrations held in 1962). We could consider something
this Methodist year, ie before August 2013. If anyone has ideas and would be
willing to arrange something the stewards would be grateful. The Monday
evening computer club will meet on 1st and 3rd Mondays of month beginning
in November. Forthcoming dates:
October 20th; District Worship Event at Norfolk Showground
December 1st; Christmas Bazaar 2 – 4pm
December 15th; Decoration of church for Christmas 10am
December 18th Carols by Candlelight 7pm
December 25th; Family celebration at 9.45am
March 9th 2013; Circuit Arts and Crafts at Museum Street
March 23rd; Barn Dance
July 12th-14th; Church Family weekend at Ditchingham
Joint stewards Vision meeting
It was decided that the MA will support a World Mission project at the MA
concert. The MRDF ‘Midwives in Mali’ was chosen
Kids’ Club. There will now be one Kids’ Club, held at Seaton Rd, for the MA
on 1st Tuesday of the month.
Trimley have started a MA Youth Club for 11 – 16 year olds meeting on some
Thursdays.
David Kemble hopes to start a MA nurture group with the possible view to
church membership
The MA is going to have a quarterly diary of dates, the first at the end of
November.
Forthcoming dates
October 30th; MA Make and Take morning at Trimley 10am – 12.30pm for 5
– 11 year olds
November 4th; MA Remembering Service at Trinity at 6pm
November 17th; Trimley Tea and Chat from 2.30pm
November 24th; MA Concert at Trinity at 6.30pm
December 1st; Trimley Christmas Concert with Geraldine & friends at 6pm
December 22nd; Trinity Christmas Coffee Morning 11am – 1pm
December 24th; Kirton Carol Service at 7pm
Trimley Carol Service at 7pm
Trinity Midnight Service at 11pm for 11.30pm
December 30th; MA service at Trinity, No service at Seaton Rd
8
Pastoral matters. Committee meeting will be held in November.
Rosemary Cross to co-ordinate date.
Safeguarding. We are fully covered in key areas, but perhaps not in grey areas,
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which could in any case be changed by the authorities. A copy of our policy is
given to all hall hirers.
9
Life and Mission of the Church Family Workers’ Report. Elizabeth Kemble
“Have held two Holiday Clubs in the MA, one at Seaton Road. Olympics
theme a great success, children exploring opportunity to be on Jesus’ team as
we Go for Gold. 120 children attended the two weeks. Was good to see MA
team helping at each event. Olympic Picnic on last day involved welcoming
parents, & siblings as well. Thanks to all who supported in any way.
Monthly Kids Bible Club. Previously two separate clubs, but now forming one
MA club, on first Tuesday of month at Seaton Rd, so we can plan and pool
resources together - 19 children at first session.
Is good to see families from Little Fishes becoming involved in these events.
Group continues to be popular with average of 15 families attending. We
continue to offer time of play and chat and also support and listening ear for
families. Now have 2 mums ‘on the team’ helping to set out and additional
help from church members with refreshments. However we like to maintain
church presence each week and so still need another person to chat to parents
and to fill in when I am away. From Christmas Sue Hockenhull will be moving
on to other commitments which means I have to be there every week. Was
Teddy Bears Picnic on 17th August with families attending from all three
Walton churches. Is a need for parents of pre-school children to have events
during school holidays when other activities stop.
Will be a half term Craft Workshop at Trimley Methodist on Tuesday 30th, all
Seaton Rd and MA children are invited.
Saturday 15th December, 11 – 1pm will be a Christmas event at Trinity– Messy
Nativity, for children and their families telling story of Christmas through the
eyes of a shepherds.
Youth Club at Trimley is now running with MA team support. 8 – 10 young
people have attended.
So another busy term. Thanks to all who support work with children, at Seaton
Rd and across MA.” Meeting thanked Elizabeth for her work with families.
Forthcoming Events: All events as stated in the above reports, plus
Big Worship October 20th
Café Worship October 21st – visiting family interested in baptism
Second Chance ? 4th November
Remembrance 11th Nov Barry Middleton
Worship Meeting for November café and Christmas services – Tuesday 6th
Nov. 7pm
Church family weekend has 24 places guaranteed with Ditchingham, deposits
to be collected before Christmas. Number can be increased if wished.
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10
Matters referred to and from Circuit. Report from Sandy
Hamilton read out.
“Stationing
New probationer minister, Rev Kathy Flynn settling in, working in Ipswich
Urban mission area. Stationing Profile for Superintendent Minister, to replace
Rev Alan Taylor when he retires at the end of this connectional year, has been
agreed with District Chair the Rev Graham Thompson and entered into
stationing process.
We have also recruited two part time outreach workers, Mrs Sue France and
Mrs Alicia Holmes, who will be working in Ipswich Rural Area, Alicia
working around Capel and Elmsett and Sue around Holbrook and
Chelmondiston. These new posts funded jointly by District, Circuit and local
Churches.
Property Sale of Westwood Ave Manse nearly complete, circuit having
accepted £262K. A new, more suitable, manse has been bought in Monmouth
Close Ipswich for Rev Kathy, with Circuit funds used as bridging finance until
Westwood Avenue is sold.
District Big Worship Day Saturday 20 October Norfolk Showground 3 pm to
7.30pm
Circuit is providing free bus, donations gratefully accepted, from Bramford
Road to and from Showground.
Circuit Steward Sylvia McLean ends her term next August. It would be useful
to could recruit someone from Felixstowe Mission Area as is no representative
on Circuit Stewards team. Please give it consideration. Find out more out job
David Kemble said Heather Bentley will step down as Pastoral co-ordinator
at end of March. He thanked her for work over past few years.
11
Ecumenical matters
Week of prayer in January, unity service on 20th . Sue Hockenhull suggested
opening up Thursday 24th to other churches. Christmas poster proposals were
circulated and a preference expressed for Mary to report back to CtF.
Walton Churches; Heather Bentley reported Parish Nursing is to be launched
on Sunday coming. Safari meal had been success, over £100 raised for Town
Pastors. A new rep to the Walton churches will be needed from April.
12
Any other business
All items had been covered within the agenda
13
Next meetings.
February 13th
June 30th for Annual Church Meeting
Meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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WELCOME PACKS
As mentioned in the last issue of Brightstar, Churches Together in
Felixstowe have put together a ‘Welcome Pack’ for anyone new moving
into the area. The pack contains information on the local churches in
the area and some general information about Felixstowe (library,
doctors etc)
Seaton Road, together with Maidstone Road Baptist and Walton
Church have now been given a supply of ‘Walton’ packs so if YOU are
aware of someone new moving into a house near you please inform
one of the stewards. Spring is the time when we see more ‘Sold’ signs
going up outside houses so please be aware of new residents in your
area. The idea is that someone from one of the churches will visit them,
with the pack, and give them a personal welcome to the area on behalf
of all the local churches.

QUIZ ANSWERS
From page 6
Wedding at Cana
Benjamin and Naomi
Lovely smells - Water Washing guests’ hands and feet - Wine - Fill the jars with water
Wine - The finest wine - First

CHURCH NOTICEBOARD
As a church we receive a large number of posters etc. advertising
various local events. In order to display these to their best we will now
be using the large noticeboard at the back of the church (behind the
prayer table) instead of the one in the vestibule. The vestibule board
will continue to be used for rotas and information (at the far end) while
the larger part will be used by Lorna and Marilyn to display Walton
Parish Nursing information.
Please do look at the constantly changing noticeboard each week for
information about forthcoming events and if you have a poster for
display please see Mary. Also, concerning information, on the
sideboard in the vestibule there are publications from various groups
and charities. These leaflets / magazines are free so please do make
use of them. Take them home, read them and pass them on to friends.
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CIRCUIT ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL 2013
This year’s Circuit Arts and Crafts Festival will be held at Museum
Street Methodist Church, Ipswich on Saturday 9th March.
Entry forms (not actual entries) have to be in by 4th February so if you
could let Mary have them by Sunday 3rd February, at the latest, all
Seaton Road’s entries can be registered together.
As well as individual entries we have entered a singing group. We have
started learning some pieces for this but if you haven’t already joined
us and would like to take part, or would like to find out more about it,
please have a word with Heather Farthing.
Have fun working on your entries and if you have any queries please
ask.
Rose and Mary.

MUSEUM STREET METHODIST CHURCH
IPSWICH.
SATURDAY MARCH 9TH 2013

BUTTON APPEAL
You may have thought the cover picture a little strange this month, but
it is there to draw your attention to this appeal. One category in the Arts
and Crafts this year is for a picture made from buttons and wool.
If you have any old or spare buttons which can be used for Arts & Crafts
entries, please bring them and place them in the box on the vestibule
table.
If they are not used immediately for the Festival entries, they are
always useful for craft activities at other times.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Time for an update on the Seaton Road finances…..
We finished last year (ie 31/8/12) with a General Fund balance of
£7,699 after making a £288 surplus on the year. So we were just about
keeping our heads above water with a little bit in the bank (not really
enough) for a rainy day. The recent changes to the calculation of the
assessment (ie what we pay to circuit) have not done us any favours
but a steady increase in giving was a hopeful sign that we might
weather that particular storm.
Then in the space of a few weeks that all changed. Our playschool
which had been at Seaton Road for years decided to close and a
dance academy outgrew the hall and went elsewhere. Together these
were worth more than £5500 a year. Dance groups come and go but
the loss of the playschool is a body blow. Even if we could find another
pre-school to replace them then it is likely that they would want to
operate 8am to 6 pm every weekday including school holidays which
would not be compatible with our outreach activities.
Without these lets the budget for 2012/13 shows a predicted shortfall
of £5000, which to put in perspective is 21% of our income or 5 years
of fundraising at current rates. In short it is not something that can be
fixed easily.
So what are we doing? We are trying to save
money where we can and we have simplified our
hall rent structure in an attempt to attract new lets.
You may have seen an item by Robin about the
hall being available that appeared in the free
papers after Christmas. The response to that has
been phenomenal – in addition to a number of
one-off bookings we are in discussion with three
groups that are looking for a long-term home.
If all these come off we will not be back where we
were but we will be heading in the right direction.
So continue to spread the word about the hall – we
still need more lets, particularly daytime bookings.
Our charges start at £10 per hour.
Malcolm
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QUIZ

(ANSWERS ON PAGE 9)

The xxxxxxx at xxxx
At our Café Worship for January we had a quick quiz on the theme
for the morning – let’s see how much you can remember…..
The story was about a what? Wedding, Funeral, Baptism
What was the name of the village where this event was held?
What were the names of the Bride and Groom in our version of the
story?
What was coming from the house?
What was stored in the jars?
What was the content used for?
What was given to the adults as they arrived?
What did Jesus tell the servants to do?
What had the content of the jars turned into?
What do most people serve first at a wedding?
Was this Jesus’ first or last recorded miracle?

BADMINTON CLUB
The badminton club is looking for new
players.
We are a group of mixed abilities who meet
on Mondays at 8.00pm. If you know anyone
who is looking to play then suggest they
contact me on 279998.
Malcolm
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TOWARDS LENT
When we are tested and wrestle alone,
Famished for bread when the world offers stone,
Nourish us, God, by your word and your way,
Food that sustains us by night and by day.
When in the desert we cry for relief,
Pleading for paths marked by certain belief,
Lift us to love you beyond sign and test,
Trusting your presence, our only true rest.
When we are tempted to barter our souls,
Trading the truth for the power to control,
Teach us to worship and praise only you,
Seeking your will in the work that we do.
When we have struggled and searched through the night,
Sorting and sifting the wrong from the right,
Saviour, surround us with circles of care,
Angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.
Ruth C. Duck (b. 1947)
Based on Luke 4 chapter 1 - 11
Singing the Faith 240.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Details of many of the following can be found in this Brightstar, but here
is a summary to transfer all the relevant dates to your diary or calendar
February 3rd Sunday – Arts and Crafts’ entry forms to Mary by today
please.
February 5th Tuesday – MA Kids’ Club
Seaton Road 6.15 - 7pm
February 12th Tuesday – Pancakes
Kirton 12 – 2pm & 5 - 6.30pm
February 13th Wednesday – Seaton Road Church Council 7.30pm
February 21st – 23rd Trinity Players’ one act plays 7.30pm
February 23rd Saturday – Felixstowe Fairtrade Coffee Morning at
Trinity
March 1st Friday – Womens’ World Day of Prayer
March 2nd Saturday – MA Messy Church
Trinity 11.30am -1.30pm
March 6th Wednesday – Felixstowe fair-trade evening at Trinity
March 9th Saturday – Circuit Arts & Crafts Festival
Museum St. Ipswich
March 23rd Saturday – Seaton Road Family Barn Dance 6.30pm
April 7th Sunday – Seafarers’ Centre service led by Seaton Road
6.30pm
May 4th Saturday –Seaton Road Plant Sale
July 12th – 14th - Seaton Road Church Family Weekend at Ditchingham

OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW
As the urge to continue writing 2012 fades and we get used to the idea
of 2013, it is a good time to reflect and also to look forward. 2012 was
a memorable year, what with the Diamond Jubilee celebrations and the
Olympics. But what are we looking to do do with our time in 2013?
There is a song which thanks God for all his gifts of creation, including
the gift of time. Whether used working, in employment or voluntarily, or
used to recharge our batteries, time is a precious gift from God. Here
are a few people’s highlights of 2012 and hopes for 2013.
“My 2012 highlight - walking the Pembrokeshire Coastal path in May
-185 miles over 16 days. I had some wonderful blessings from God
along the way, in solitude reflecting on the wonder and beauty of nature
and knowing God’s presence. "O Lord my God when I in awesome
wonder consider all the works Thy hand has made" and "Be still for the
presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here" came to mind frequently.
2013 I am looking forward to visiting Monet's garden in Giverny. He is
the artist that has most impressed me since I took up watercolour
painting.” David Kemble
“My highlight of 2012 was Michael and Emma’s wedding. 2013 hopes,
that’s more tricky – I am looking forward to having Michael and Emma
closer to us at weekends and holidays (provided their move goes
through ok!!), looking forward to holidays and just hoping the family
both here and in Chester keep well!” Liz Benyon
“2012, two highlights: winning the Speakers Cup of the Year from
Felixstowe Speakers Club, and camping on RAF Bentwaters, during
the run of Margaret Catchpole.
In 2013 - travelling to Tamale in Ghana to meet Lomotey MacCarthy, a
Christian business friend. We are talking about forming a trading
Co-operative, retailing products made by local Tamalian people in the
West, to create employment in Ghana.“ Stephen Tuthill
“2012 Highlight: Parish Nursing Launch on Oct 14th.
Highlight of 2013 : Catriona and Steves Wedding next Sept. - the
culmination of family and church family upbringing and launch of new
chapter in their lives. God has blessed us in the past, I hope he will
bless us all on the day, and will bless their future.” Heather Bentley
“Best of 2012 - the Church weekend at home
And 2013, most looking forward to the Church weekend away!” Denise
Mayes
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“Probably the most exciting thing was being in the Olympic Aquatics
Centre, watching live as Michael Phelps won his 19th Olympic medal,
breaking the Olympic medal winner record and just being a part of the
great British Olympic Games ( I did also get very excited at seeing a
puffin up close sitting on the cliffs at Bempton Cliffs in Yorkshire in April
and really enjoyed performing Second Chance).
2013 - Not so sure on what I’m most looking forward to – probably
holidays and having a rest from being a steward” Mary Pattinson
“2012 Highlight - a family reconciliation.
2103 - I am looking forward to getting my new hip!” Daryl Read
“Highlights of 2012- probably Rachel and Graham's wedding, with all
the family together, and the miracle of new life- watching Tanya and
Lizzy preparing for their babies and watching Katherine sing to her
new born brother. He turns his head towards her, he stops crying and
listens. Religious moments - communion in York Minster, lighting
candles for Ethan, a poorly 8 year old in Addenbrookes, in the minster
and in every church I visit. Wondering just how prayer works......
Highlights of 2013 - will be the children and grand children. Seeing the
children move forward in their lives and take on new roles as the next
adult generation. There will also be the babies and toddlers to cuddle!”
Jane Reed
“Strangely, the highlight of 2012 was collapsing, because it meant
several medical issues were subsequently dealt with.
In 2012 - getting the house decorated” Pam Tuthill
“Receiving a certificate from Diabetes Association for living with the
illness for 60 years. And not sure about 2013. “ Howard Fotherby
(watch out for a picture of Howard’s award in the Wednesday FX
pages of the Evening Star)
“Highlight of 2012 was having a special birthday and being able to get
my large family of cousins together on a happy occasion.
In 2013 I am looking forward to getting to the Arctic Circle!” Sue
Hockenhull
“Our Pearl Wedding anniversary party in 2012, when all the family
were together, and taking them all on holiday together in 2013.”
Rosemary Cross

TRINITY PLAYERS
We have been asked to advertise the following on behalf of Trinity
Players:
This year, instead of one full-length drama, we will be performing three
one act plays. Shadows by Josephine Carr, The Avenger by Anton
Chekhov and Dig for The Diggers by Lynn Brittney. The first is a gentle
look at getting older, followed by a short comedy. And finally a moving
and heart-warming story set in WW1. A varied evening.

In December 2012 we were saddened by the sudden death of Roy
Yates, our dear friend, actor and stage carpenter. These performances
are in memory of Roy, who is greatly missed and profits will be going to
Level 2 and EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospice), Roy’s favourite
charities.
Performances will be held on 21, 22 and 23 February at 7.30 pm.
Venue – Trinity Methodist Church, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe. Tickets
£7.00 including refreshments, available from 01394 285305 or 07869
029708.
(The Trinity Players were an invaluable help to the Second Chance
production, and it would be good to support their efforts if you are able.)

BRIGHTSTAR
Please may I have all material for the March Brightstar by Monday 25th
February.
For a future page in the magazine I would also be pleased to hear from
anyone who would like to give me their favourite Bible verse.
Heather F
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