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Brightstar is the newsletter of Seaton Road Methodist Church
Seaton Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9BT.
Contact the minister, Revd David Kemble, on 282023
or email via our website - www.seatonroad.org.uk

FROM THE MANSE
A former colleague of mine recently shared
an exciting event he and the churches in his
town are involved in during the 50 days from
Easter to Pentecost. They have booked a
room in the heart of their community and are
using it for creative prayer, 24/7. It is part of a
revival ministry they are engaged in for this
year… Facebook, twitter, text messages, a
phone line mean requests are sent to the
prayer room and to those who are praying at
the time. They are especially excited as they
are hearing and seeing answers to prayer virtually every day…
Perhaps you have been or are excited by prayer for it is not just
words, spoken or read. It is a whole attitude of being. It can be a
time of quiet, an inner silence of the mind in which we
intentionally open ourselves to the presence of God. It can be
loud, shouting praise and anger as the psalmists did. Prayer can
be the writing of a few lines, the painting of a picture, or the
throwing of a stone into water. You might sing at the top of your
voice ‘How great thou art’ or hum in your mind ‘Love Divine’. You
might stare at an Icon or listen to a worship CD. Whether it is
silence, shouting, stillness or dancing, words or thoughts,
ancient or modern, eyes closed or open, carefully crafted or
spontaneous, sitting, kneeling, lying down, standing, walking,
cycling, swimming, riding on a bus or train or driving – prayer is
about deliberating allowing God into your mind or your heart.
Prayer can be earnest and intense but it can also be a form of
resting or relaxation.
Why not try some of these approaches to God as well as the
ones you use or will discover this year, the year designated for
prayer in our District and then share your experiences in
Brightstar in the coming months – we’d love to hear from you!
Love in Christ
David
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WORSHIP
Sunday 1st June
9.45am
Peter Crick
Sunday 8th June
Holy Communion
9.45am
Revd Barry Middleton
Sunday 15th June
From 9.15am Cafe Worship
Led by Revd David Kemble
Followed by the Church Annual Meeting (see below)
Sunday 22nd June
9.45am
Grahame Lindsay
Sunday 29th June
9.45am
Brian Loader
Sunday 6th July
9.45am
Heather Bentley

CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING
This will follow on after the service on 15th June. The main
purpose of the Annual Meeting is to elect the stewards for the
coming year, so the meeting will be brief. The minutes of the last
meeting are on page 14.
All members and friends are invited to take part in the meeting,
but only church members may vote.

Strawberry Tea
on
Wednesday 11th June
at
31, High Road East
Come and enjoy strawberries and cream, a
piece of cake, and a drink.
Donations in aid of
Seaton Road Methodist Church
Cake Stall

Unwanted Present Stall

All are welcome

From
3.00pm till 5.00pm
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HOLIDAY CLUB - RAZZAMATAZZ ROBOTS
Please continue to pray for our forthcoming Holiday Club (28th
July to 1st August) as preparations are going on behind the
scenes.
Please could you save clean cardboard cereal type packets and
boxes, washing up bottle lids and paper towel / wrapping paper
rolls (no toilet rolls thank you) for crafts. There will be a box in
the vestibule for collection.
Also please consider if you could give any time to help with this
event. We will obviously very much miss David and Elizabeth’s
huge input this year and we desperately need help, especially
group leaders, to continue to run a successful week. Even if you
could only commit to helping for one day please speak to Robin
or Mary.
Heather B

CHURCH FAMILY WEEKEND
Our Church Family Weekend is being held “at home” this year.
We will be going over to Kirton Methodist Church on Saturday
19th July to share in some activities for all ages and then, on the
Sunday, we shall be sharing Café Worship with our friends at
Kirton (at the usually time of 9.15 for breakfast followed by
worship from around 9.45). If you are planning on coming to the
Saturday, in particular, could you please add your name to the
list on the notice board by Sunday 1st June. After Café Worship
on the Sunday Jane and Jonathan have invited folk to share in
a light lunch at their home in Garfield Road, followed by the
opportunity to use their swimming pool.

WALTON PARISH NURSING – PRAYER EVENT
An afternoon prayer event is being held in support of Walton
Parish Nursing on Saturday 14th June here at Seaton Road.
This will run from 3 to 4 p.m., concluding the time of fellowship
with a cup of tea/coffee.
Please join with friends from Maidstone Road Baptist and St
Mary’s Parish in supporting this event. There will be a number
of prayer stations to help focus our thoughts.

2014 GIFT DAY (WITH STRAWBERRIES)
Tuesday 8th July from 7.00 pm
Over the next few weeks everyone connected
with the church should receive an invitation to
our Gift Day on Tuesday 8th July. Please
come along to share in coffee or tea with
strawberries and cream. If your invitation goes
astray please come anyway to join in the
fellowship. And even if you feel unable to
make a gift at this time you will, of course, still
be very welcome.

Malcolm

CHRISTIAN AID
Thanks to everyone who supported Christian Aid Week activities
this year. Special thanks to Heather Farthing, Heather and
Malcolm Bentley, Jane and Jonathan Reed who joined Mary and
I in undertaking house-to-house collecting. Together with the
coffee morning held at the end of the week, we raised a total of
£319.50 here at Seaton Road.
Robin Pattinson.

(I really don’t look forward to collecting door to door! If I can find
a reason to justify to myself that I needn’t do it - I certainly will.
However, this year it felt different. We went out as a group, five
of us together, working our way down one side of the road, and
back up the other, even taking in some side roads on the way.
With five us, we seemed to move along very quickly, which was
encouraging. If anyone declined to give, no-one took it to heart
as we may have done had we been on our own. We kept an eye
out for each other if anyone got left behind chatting. Not only did
we collect money for Christian Aid, we told people who answered
their doorbells where we were from and what we were doing....
And when we had finished, we looked at each other in a
surprised way and said we had actually enjoyed the single hour
it took.
If even more people joined in next year, just think how many
extra roads we could visit.
Heather F)

For the love of our Father, the Maker of all,
The giver of all good things;
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Thanks be to God

GIVE THANKS TO GOD

For the world’s beauty and the changing seasons.
And for the life that we have been given:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For Jesus Christ our Saviour,
Who lived and worked among us:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For his suffering and death on the cross
And his resurrection to new life:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For his rule over all things
And his presence in the world:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life,
Who teaches and guides us:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the grace of the Spirit
In the work of the Church
And the life of the world:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Minutes of last Church Annual General Meeting
held on Sunday 30th June 2013
This meeting followed the Service of Thanksgiving for 150 years
of the Methodist community in Seaton Road. We were joined at
this service by guests from other churches in Walton and in the
Felixstowe Mission Area, before a celebration lunch.
For this reason, the meeting was kept to a minimum.
Revd David Kemble thanked retiring steward Mary Pattinson for
everything she had done, extremely efficiently and diligently,
over her period of office.
The remaining stewards were all standing for re-election, and
were voted in en bloc.
The current stewards are :
Howard Fotherby (2001)
Heather Bentley (2005)
Elizabeth Benyon (2009)
Shirley Stockley (2009/10)
Sue Hockenhull (2012)

BIG PRAY
On Saturday 10th May the District held the “Big Pray” event at a
Primary School in Red Lodge near Bury St Edmunds. A large
number of people from around the District churches met to
share in a variety of workshops on the subject of prayer. These
ranged from Celtic Prayer, Prayer through the words of Singing
the Faith, Signing prayer, Prayer through photography and
various other topics.
It was an excellent day and a good opportunity to remind
ourselves that we are a part of the East Anglia District of the
Methodist Church. I’m sure that a number of the ideas which
were shared will be used across the District, not least in our own
worship here at Seaton Road in time.

THANKYOU!
Many thanks for the lovely party and the gifts I received on my
retirement! The rhododendron is beautiful and I will leave you
to judge when I have used the voucher for my visit to the beauty
salon!
It was very special to see so many people from the children’s
team in addition to children, mums, dads and grandparents from
the various groups across the Mission Area. Thank you all who
helped to organise this for me.
The film and games were fun and the food was yummy, but I was
specially pleased to see Ratty and Stinky there to celebrate my
‘re-tyrement’! I hope Dawn has better luck with that furry rodent
that I have had. I think the diet of Brussels sprouts and baked
beans does Stinky no good at all!
Thank you for all the support you have given me and I pray that
the wonderful work you are doing with families and children in
our community will continue to flourish in the years to come.
Love & blessings

Elizabeth

DIARY DATE
We don’t wish to dwell to much on David and Elizabeth’s
departure before we need to, but you may like to put the date of
July 27th into your dairy. At 4.30pm there will be a bring and
share tea at Trinity, followed by a service of celebration and
thanksgiving to God at 6.00p,m.

Having been knocked off her top spot by Mary last month,
Shirl has fought her way back to the top of the word
competition, finding 34 words hidden in the letters. The long
word spelt EPHESIANS and her impressive words included
Hessian, Peahen and Spanish
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Answers this month to Heather F by 23rd June please.

BRIGHTSTAR
All material for the July copy to Robin and Mary by 29th June
please.
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